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the United States in any 12-month pe-
riod for which an exemption may be
granted pursuant to this paragraph. An
application for renewal of an exemp-
tion shall also include the total num-
ber of exempted vehicles sold in the
United States under the existing ex-
emption.

(d) If the basis of the application is
that the applicant is otherwise unable
to sell a vehicle whose overall level of
safety or impact protection is at least
equal to that of a nonexempted vehicle,
the applicant shall provide—

(1) A detailed analysis of how the ve-
hicle provides the overall level of safe-
ty or impact protection at least equal
to that of nonexempted vehicles, in-
cluding—

(i) A detailed description of how the
motor vehicle, if exempted, differs
from one that conforms to the stand-
ard;

(ii) A detailed description of any
safety or impact protection features
that the vehicle offers as standard
equipment that are not required by the
Federal motor vehicle safety or bump-
er standards;

(iii) The results of any tests con-
ducted on the vehicle demonstrating
that it fails to meet the standard, ex-
pressed as comparative performance
levels;

(iv) The results of any tests con-
ducted on the vehicle demonstrating
that its overall level of safety or im-
pact protection exceeds that which is
achieved by conformity to the stand-
ards.

(v) Other arguments that the overall
level of safety or impact protection of
the vehicle is at least equal to that of
nonexempted vehicles.

(2) Substantiation that compliance
would prevent the sale of the vehicle.

(3) A statement whether, at the end
of the exemption period, the manufac-
turer intends to comply with the
standard.

(4) A statement that not more than
2,600 exempted vehicles will be sold in
the United States in any 12-month pe-
riod for which an exemption may be
granted pursuant to this paragraph. An
application for renewal of any exemp-
tion shall also include the total num-
ber of exempted vehicles sold in the
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United States under the existing ex-
emption.

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 39
FR 5489, Feb. 13, 1974; 63 FR 44173, Aug. 18,
1998; 64 FR 2861, Jan. 19, 1999]

§555.7 Processing of applications.

(a) The NHTSA publishes in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, affording opportunity
for comment, a notice of each applica-
tion containing the information re-
quired by this part. However, if the
NHTSA finds that an application does
not contain the information required
by this part, it so informs the appli-
cant, pointing out the areas of insuffi-
ciency and stating that the application
will not receive further consideration
until the required information is sub-
mitted.

(b) No public hearing, argument, or
other formal proceeding is held di-
rectly on an application filed under
this part before its disposition under
this section.

(c) Any interested person may, upon
written request, appear informally be-
fore an appropriate official of the
NHTSA to discuss an application for
exemption or the action taken in re-
sponse to a petition.

(d) If the Administrator determines
that the application does not contain
adequate justification, he denies it and
notifies the petitioner in writing. He
also publishes in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER a notice of the denial and the
reasons for it.

(e) If the Administrator determines
that the application contains adequate
justification, he grants it, and notifies
the petitioner in writing. He also pub-
lishes in the FEDERAL REGISTER a no-
tice of the grant and the reasons for it.

(f) Unless a later effective date is
specified in the notice of the grant, a
temporary exemption is effective upon
publication of the notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and exempts vehicles
manufactured on and after the effec-
tive date.

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 39
FR 5489, Feb. 13, 1974; 39 FR 37988, Oct. 25,
1974; 64 FR 2861, 2862, Jan. 19, 1999]
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